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NOVEMBER 21
THE PRESENTATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

RELIGIOUS parents never fail by devout prayer to consecrate their
children to the divine service and love, both before and after their birth.
Some amongst the Jews, not content with this general consecration of
their children, offered them to God in their infancy, by the hands of the
priests in the temple, to be lodged in apartments belonging to the temple,
and brought up in attending the priests and levites in the sacred ministry.
It is an ancient tradition, that the Blessed Virgin Mary was thus solemnly
offered to God in the temple in her infancy.1 This festival of the Presentation
of the Blessed Virgin, or, as it is often called by the Greeks, the entrance
of the Blessed Virgin into the Temple, is mentioned in the most ancient
Greek Menologies extant.

By the consecration which the Blessed Virgin made of herself to God
in the first use which she made of her reason, we are admonished of the
most important and strict obligation which all persons lie under, of an
early dedication of themselves to the divine love and service. It is agreed
amongst all masters of Christian morality, that everyone is bound in the
first moral instant of the use of reason to convert his heart to God by love;
and if divine faith be then duly proposed to him (which is the case of
Christian children) by a supernatural assent to it, he is bound then to
make an act of faith; also an act of hope in God as a supernatural rewarder
and helper, and an act of divine charity. Who can be secure that in the
very moment in which he entered into his moral life and was capable of
living to God, did not stain his innocence by a capital omission of this
duty? How diligent and solicitous are parents bound to be in instructing
their children in the first fundamental mysteries of faith, and in the duty
of prayer, and in impressing upon their tender minds a sense of spiritual
things in a manner in which their age may be capable of receiving it.
These first fruits of the heart are a sacrifice of which God is infinitely
jealous, an emblem of which were all the sacrifices of first fruits prescribed
in the old law, in token that he is our beginning and last end* Such a
heart, adorned with the baptismal grace of innocence, has particular charms*
Grace recovered by penance is not like that of innocence which has never
been defiled; nor is it the same happiness for a soul to return to God from
the slavery of sin, as for one to give him her first affections, and to open
her understanding and will to his love before the world has found any
entrance there. The tender soul of Mary was then adorned with the
most precious graces, an object of astonishment and praise to the angels,
and of the highest complacence to the adorable Trinity, the Father looking

1 See St Greg, of Nyssa, Serm. in Nat. Christ., p. 779-